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Brownfield Opportunity Area Program 
 
The Brownfield Opportunity Area (BOA) program was initiated in 2003 through the New York 
State Superfund/Brownfield Law. Administered by the New York State Department of State 
(DOS), this program provides financial assistance to complete area-wide brownfield 
redevelopment planning.  The BOA program is a multi-disciplinary approach intended to assist 
communities foster redevelopment, return blighted land into productive areas, and restore 
environmental quality. This approach involves a comprehensive examination of the physical, 
environmental, economic, and community planning factors associated with any redevelopment 
effort. 
 
Reinvestment in brownfields and underutilized properties 
benefits property owners, existing businesses and the 
community at large by enhancing employment 
opportunities. The general goals of the BOA program are 
as follows: 
 

 Access the full range of community issues posed 
by multiple brownfield sites. 

 
 Build a shared vision and consensus on the future uses of strategic brownfield sites. 

 
 Coordinate and collaborate with local, state, and federal agencies, community groups, 

and private-sector partners. 
 

 Develop public-private sector partnerships necessary to leverage investment in 
development projects that can revitalize diverse local communities and neighborhoods. 

  
The BOA program involves three distinct steps: Step 1: Pre-Nomination Study; Step 2: 
Nomination Study; and Step 3: Implementation Strategy and Site Assessments. Step 1 provides 
a preliminary description and analysis of an area to be considered as a Brownfield Opportunity 
Area.  This step is important for communities that may have little or no documentation of 
existing conditions. The results of Step 1 are to clearly identify a BOA boundary, conduct 
public outreach to begin building partnerships, and prepare a preliminary analysis of 
opportunities for redevelopment. The Lewis County Department of Planning completed Step 1 
of the BOA process in-house. 
 
Step 2 is a more thorough evaluation of existing conditions as well as an analysis of 
environmental, economic, market and community issues and opportunities. This step leads to a 
more clear emphasis and identification of strategic sites that could serve as catalysts for 

 
A brownfield is defined  
as “...any real property, the 
redevelopment or reuse of 
which may be complicated by 
the presence or potential 
presence of a contaminant.” 
 
(NYS Environmental Conservation Law) 
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redevelopment. The outcomes of Step 2 include a more comprehensive and in-depth 
evaluation of existing conditions for brownfields as well as underutilized sites, and economic 
and market trends analysis, identification of strategic catalytic sites and recommendations for 
future use. The Village of Lyons Falls is currently engaged in this step and Lewis County has 
hired Elan Planning Design and Landscape Architecture, PLLC for this phase of the project. 
Elan’s team also includes HRP Associates and The Williams Group.  
 
Step 3 includes an implementation strategy and site assessments for strategic sites. The 
implementation strategy involves actions to implement the plan and addresses requirements of 
the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA).   At the conclusion of Step 3, several 
outcomes will be achieved including an identification of priorities for redevelopment, 
completed site assessments to foster clean-up activities, preparation of ‘shovel ready’ sites, and 
marketing efforts to attract interest and investment. 
 
Each step of the BOA program includes a strong public participation component.  The public 
and key stakeholders are involved from the start of the effort to build partnerships and the 
capacity to carry the effort through to implementation. Public input is critical to establishing a 
vision and goals for the project. 
 

 


